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 “Good photography does not come from simply capturing an image. It comes from constructing a photo, building it up visually in your mind” (Author Art Wolfe).
The thought process embodied in the quote above describes the ideals that are presented in this book. Based upon a series of workshops taught by Wolfe over the years, it attempts to change the way photographers look at the world around them, to help them improve in their art.

Published in early December, the 256 pages in this book are chock-full of valuable information from the 40+ year career of Art Wolfe. There are also contributions from fellow photographer Rob Sheppard interspersed throughout, giving his insights into the topic at hand.

The book is divided into ten chapters, covering the whole gamut of photographic composition:

1. Finding Inspiration

2. Discovering the Subject

3. Constructing the Image

4. Camera and Lens

5. The Elements of Design

6. Color and Black-and-white

7. Light and Composition

8. Creative Solutions

9. 10 Deadly Sins of Composition

10. Equipment and Workflow

In addition to the information presented on each page, there are also photos illustrating the concepts being discussed, with technical details given for each. Also, each chapter ends with a series of questions related to the information in that chapter. These are presented to give you a chance to think about what you’ve learned, and starting points to apply the techniques to your own photography. The final spread in each chapter presents an image shot by Wolfe, and gives detailed information on how it was made, further illustrating the concepts presented in the preceding pages.

This is not, however, your typical “do these things and you’ll shoot better” photo book. Everything in its pages has been learned and refined over many years of practical field experience. It goes beyond the mere technical aspects, and presents the knowledge in an almost philosophical tone, in the hopes that the reader will feel the material as well as learn it…to incorporate it into the reader’s thoughts and emotions.

The bulk of the book concentrates on the various topics relating to the composition and creation of your images. Chapter nine discusses the 10 deadly sins of photographic composition, such as centering your subject, putting the horizon in the center, and eight more. These cover the most common mistakes made by amateur photographers, and are presented to help you avoid them.

The final chapter talks a bit about what gear Art Wolfe carries in the field, and why. There is also several pages devoted to the workflow Art has developed when preparing to go on a shoot, and also the process he follows when home doing is post-processing.

This book is an enjoyable and thought-provoking read from cover to cover. If you wish to improve your photos and give them more impact, then you’ll want to add this one to your library, and absorb it fully.  
This book was published December 3, 2013 by Amphoto Books (http://crownpublishing.com/imprint/amphoto-books/). It lists for $29.99, and may be purchased from the publisher direct, or from Amazon.com (click the cover image to go to their page). Amazon offers the title for $23.20, or a Kindle edition for $18.99. In either case, the ISBN number is 978-0770433161.
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